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RSC BRIEFING 13 June 18867
NORTH AFRICA |
¥. Pour clashes on 7 June between Franch army and Tunisimns--13 dead--
show present acute tension between the two countries,

A, On 20 May, France, in an attempt to end Tunisian support for
Algerian rebels, suspended first installment--some $5,700,000--
of 334,500,000 loan agreed to in April,

B. Tunisian premier Bourghiba retaliated by‘ehnrsing ¥rance had
abrogated 1885 financial accord, appealing for foreign loans,
1. Soviet ambassador Paris sald USSR would give Tunimin

"anything it needs,” Bourghiba, however, has indicated
to US that acceptance “absolutely unthinkable,.”
Il. MNore violent phase current tension began 27 NHay when French army
shelled Tunisian village harboring Algerian refugees,

A. This and later elashes drew new demand by Bourghiba that
33,000-man ¥reanch aramy {may now be down to 25,000} evacuate
all Tunisia except sirategic Bizerte base, {Tunisian forces
total about 4,300},

B. Bourghiba also ordered Wrench troops remain in barracks, This
resented by local Prench military commanders, who are un-

' gooperative with French embassy attemptis to ease msituation,

¢, MNeanwhile, Tunisian political youth groups unusually active,
{These bore brunt of 1954-5 guerrilla activity against French),.

11X. U8 Anbassador Jones in Tunis believes only withdrawal of all

French army units to Bizerte can ease situation.

DOS review(s) completed.

25X1

Approved For RLease 2003/08/08 : CIA-RDP79R0089pA000800080003-8




5X1

25X1

Approved For Rele}ase 2003/08/08 : CIA-RDP79R00}590A000800080003-8

A. In any case, Tunisia will press for eventual severance all
fimenl ties with France, but is unlikely to act hastily.

In Algeria, massacre of 300 Algerian men and boys near Melouza

on 28 May symptomatic of continuing deterioration of French

positien,

F incident is deterring Moslems

fyom support of French, Similer massacres likely in future,
B, Both Algerisn National Liberation Front {¥IN) and PFrench now
attempting to use incident to gain support in ©N,
€. Neanwhile, terrorism throughout Algeria is on upsurge.
1, At least 5 Noslems killed during all-day riot of European
youth in Alglers 11 June in retalistion for bombing
which killed 8 Buropeans on £ June,
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